A brief overview of CFAST vs FAST vs FASTLite. More information is available on the web page
(http://cfast.nist.gov/).

CFAST isthefire modd. FAST, FASTLite, FireCAD, FireWak and dl of the other programs are
basicdly data editors. In severd of the cases they can dso run the model, but what they are running is
CFAST.

CFAST isan acronym for the Consolidate modd of Fire Growth and Smoke Transport.

When we started the devel opment of these model's, we developed the core model first (CFAST). Then
we implemented the GUI front ends (first FASTL.ite and then the improved FAST) to try to help users
make the best use of them. A big difficulty we were trying to overcome were the many minor errors
which are easy to make in basic text mode with such complicated interactions.

From 1998 onward, while we made significant improvements in the kernd, CFAST, we did no further
development of the front end. There was (and is) an expectation that one of the newer front ends, such
as Frewak, FireCAD or SmkView will be a suitable replacement. The improvementsin the model are
embodied in verson 4.0.1, and are Windows Applications and will run under al versons of Windows.

Y ou can get the latest model which includes the full featured GUI (FAST); it isverson 3.1.6. Kegpin
mind that up to this point, the programs are DOS based, so they will run under 3.1, 3.11, 95, 98, 2000
and Me, but not under NT.

The latest version of CFAST is5.0.1. Both are available at the url

http://cfast.nist.gov/

All versons of CFAST use atext file asinput. The GUI (FAST) generates this text file, and in early
cases (prior to 4.X) will also run the kernd, CFAST. Also, the data files are backward compatible so
verson 5will run a previous data files. One caution in working with datafiles, is that in the change from
version 2 to 3, we change the format of time lines strings. The GUIs and modd's understand the
differences.



